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SCIg is immunoglobulin made from plasma (the liquid part of blood containing important proteins like antibodies) that is administered subcutaneously. Immunoglobulins (commonly known as antibodies) are used to treat people who are unable to make enough of their own, or their antibodies do not work properly. In Australia immunoglobulin therapy has mostly been intravenous, given via a drip into the vein, but it’s also available as SCIg (an infusion into the fatty tissue under the skin) which may be more convenient and beneficial for patients.INFORMATION SHEET
SCIg program:

Subcutaneous Immunoglobulin 
(SCIg) 



Benefits of SCIg
SCIg offers several benefits for patients:
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	Treatment can often be given at home
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	Greater flexibility and independence, many patients find SCIg easier to fit into their normal routine and daily life.
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	Fewer hospital visits
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	More stable immunoglobulin levels
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	Reduced “wear off” effect between treatments
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	Treatment can often continue while travelling
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	Many patients experience fewer side effects compared to IVIg


How long does treatment take?
Most SCIg infusions take approximately 1 hour, depending on your treatment plan and infusion rate.
Your healthcare team will advise you how often your SCIg treatment is required.
Many patients use this time to read, listen to music, complete activities at home.
How is SCIg given?
The SCIg Liaison will teach you or your carer how to safely administer SCIg. 

Watch the SCIg Process by Scanning the QR code
SCIg Administration Steps:
1. Prepare your equipment and medicationQR CODE

2. Choose and clean the infusion site
3. Insert the small needles/s under the skin
4. Connect the tubing and infusion pump
5. Start the infusion
6. Remove equipment once complete
7. Dispose of sharps safely
Common and Expected Reactions
These reactions are common and usually mild:
	· Redness
	· Swelling

	· Itching
	· Mild discomfort

	· Headache
	· Fatigue


We are here to Support you
Your healthcare team will continue to support you throughout your SCIg journey.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact:
SCIg Liaison
Phone: 0482 112 600 (24hr support)
SCIg Liaison onsite: Tuesday to Friday, 8am to 4:30pm

Helpful Resources
Additional SCIg information is available through:
· Blood Matters Program
· ASCIA (Australasian Society of Clinical Immunology and Allergy)
· Your treating healthcare teamThe Australian Charter of Healthcare Rights describes the rights of all people who use the Australian healthcare system.  Copies of the charter in community languages are available near the main entrance of all Western Health hospitals or ask a staff member or volunteer.
For more information, visit www.safetyandquality.gov.au/australian-charter-healthcare-rights
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